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indicate a determination to pursue a given line of policy to the
end, regardless of the cost, which was a marked departure from
the * defeatist5 tradition of post-war Austria; and in this respect the
ruthlessness of the Government might perhaps be regarded as justi-
fication for additional confidence in their ability to hold their own
against the Nazis and against the German Government.

(i) THE AUSTBIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE NATIONAL SOCIALISTS,
FEBBTJAEY~JTJLY 1934

The suppression of the Socialists was followed by a temporary
relaxation of the tension between Austria and Germany. The Nazis
saw in. the defeat of the Schutzbund and the dissolution of the Social
Democrat Party an opportunity for making converts such as seldom
fell to their lot. While the struggle with the Socialists was still in
progress the Austrian authorities were informed that Nazis had been
trying to get into touch with the Schutzbund leaders in order to incite
them to continue fighting. Later on, they were reported to be
contributing towards the relief of the Socialist families which were
left homeless and destitute, with their breadwinners Mlled or in
prison, and to be attempting to establish relations with Socialist
leaders who had escaped into Czechoslovakia. In concentrating their
energies on this line of advance the Nazis virtually abandoned, for
the time being, their attempt to shake the moral of the Government
and the population by acts of sabotage and other minor outrages.
In a broadcast from Munich on the 19th February, 1934, Herr
Habicht proclaimed an eight-day truce in the Nazi feud with the
Austrian Government. He announced that the Austrian Nazis had
been instructed to refrain from acts of violence from the 20th to
the 28th February and that there would be no anti-Austrian broad-
casts during that period, but that the struggle would be resumed in
March unless the Austrian Government decided to give the National
Socialist Party full rights. Herr Habicht also promised that the
German Government's tax on tourists and the difficulties which they
were putting in the way of Austrian trade would be removed as soon
as the Nazis were given a share in the Government, and that there-
after German surplus capital would be used for the benefit of Austrian
industries. These threats and promises failed to achieve their pur-
pose, and the 'truce' expired on the 28th February without any
indication that the Austrian Government were prepared to consider
the Nazi 'peace terms'. Nevertheless the abstention of Nazis from
acts of violence continued, with a few minor exceptions, during March